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The Extreme Solar Storm 10th May 2024

Predicting, Photographing, Processing, Printing



Predicting
• Once you see an alert you are probably too late or in the wrong place

• Keep tabs on Spaceweather.com
• Sunspots, CMEs (Coronal Mass Ejections), Solar Wind, 2-3 day projections

• Short term  - UK based https://aurorawatch.lancs.ac.uk

3 alert levels, magnetometer readings, 60 min updates

• Alerts are often optimistic
• Particularly in the papers, BBC etc
• Kp5 (severe) level likely you need to be North England/ Scotland. 
• 10th May event was Kp9 (Extreme!) and was very, very rare. 
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The sunspot group 
that gave all the fun

500mm lens and all 
the ND filters I had 
plus a polarizer (about 
2 stops) and a bit of 
haze… Hand held, 
1/8000 sec

Taken 9 am on the 9th

(38 hrs before the 
peak) and posted on 
our NCC FB page

You were warned!



• Luck is needed! I’ve failed many times, particularly in the lakes

• Best Auroras near the Equinoxes

• Phase of the Moon! May 10th was perfect

• Weather

• Summer is generally poor, due to short, light nights

• The sun has an 11 year activity cycle – we are approaching the peak and it is much stronger than 
expected ‘Solar Max’

• The sun rotates every 27 days near its equator… so the very active sunspot will be back in a week 
or so. Spaceweather will be tracking it; it may have dissipated… I’ll be looking and will post an 
image if interesting.  The ‘Carrington Event’ sunspot was active second time around

• The storm on May 10th was a once in a 50 - 500 year event, so don’t expect too much 

• If you must be an Aurora chaser, Northern Alaska is the place to be!



Equipment and comments
• TRIPOD ESSENTIAL!  Typical exposures 3 secs, f/4, ISO 2000, shutter delay 

(2s), Long exposure noise reduction. Everything manual.

• Don’t expose for the aurora, keep the foreground and any buildings well 
exposed

• The aurora don’t have strong colour by eye – our eyes don’t see colour well 
in dim light, but the camera does. For a phone use night mode.

• A torch for foreground illumination is a useful option

• I use the tone curves adjuster, either globally or locally to bring up the 
colour detail. When does it stop looking realistic? Can you over do it?

• Noise reduction in LR very effective

• Focus is difficult. Infinity focus is beyond infinity. Keen Astro photographers 
use lenses with focus lock if they can (I can’t)

• I obtained my best shots with a circular fisheye lens as the Aurora were 
horizon to horizon. Otherwise wide angle (as wide as you have)

• I kept local, to appeal to locals. The web was inundated with fantastic 
auroral vistas – mine were unique - the only good ones of Blisworth!



9.39pm
In the garden

Processed and as shot



As shot, RAW

Processed

22.30, the heavens opened!



10.29pm
Blisworth Waterfront and Spice Mill

My Iconic shot for the September Art 
Show!!

You can see the Plough and the Pole 
Star, 2 O’clock



Triptych images look good with the fisheye and can include 
some shots that don’t link to location; assembled in PS



Another Triptych



Apologies to those who missed it!  

Blisworth High Street with 
Aurora and Light Trails!


